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b U9L0rtUs B (ehY - SUNDAY BULLETIN

1: Today’s Scripture Reading, 14th May 2023 Bulletin 22/2023

Sixth Sunday of Eastertide

UNeLGULLELOE AN, 20:17-38
<{pwdtipmh juoup Gihtiunuh ipkghtipniLh

Uhjtimnutlt Monnu nip npitig Gihtiunu b thtintiginy tptgbtpp hp pny Jubstig: Gpp
wbnbp tjwb, puur wbnbg.
—nip wbdwdp ghntp, L Quhw quiniu wnwehtt optl h Ytip p'tywybu qupnitiguwy atigh htin,
wipnne wyu dwdwbwludhonght: Wdkbuwyt punbwphnipbtudp e jutwhi wipgniiipnyg
ownuwytigh Shpng, <ptiwmbitipnitt thipwd pnnp thnpaniphibbtpp Ypiny: Shukp, phk pbue
spupnitigwy  atqik, ogumuwlup pwbdtipnt  dwuht  juoutigwy bt unpytignigh atigh,
hpuwyuwpwlu puy pE mnLbbpne dke: (¢ <ptwbtipnih tir pLE” hbpwbnuitpnit mnih tnjl
Yyuyniphrip i yumgqudp” wyuhuwpniptiudp Qunnidn) nuntwnt G dtip Shpng Shuniu
Lphunnuh hunwmwyne:

<hdw, whwiwuhl, Unipp <nghhtt dnniinyg Gpniuwnkbd tppud: 2td ghwnbp ph hnb
h'y whwnh wwwwhh htdh: Uhuyh ghwmbd, ph wdth dtl pwnwph dkp Unipp <nghb
Y waqnupwpk htdh™ putiny pt putnwpyniphih tir inniphid §p vyguubkb htdh: Puyg hnqu
sk, htdh hwdwip Juptiinpp Ghwbipu sk, wyp” §'nigbd nipupuniptiudp hp quin@wbhtt hwugbly
ujuwd gnpou, wyhh yWuwpywmotlipn np Skp Bhuniu wnmiun htdht Wuwnniodony tnphpp
wiLtimwpubbne:

<pdw ghwntd, pk wjunithtimbtir ywhwnh smbtiubitp qhu: GYuwy atigh pninphn, petiguy i
Wuwnnidn) wppuyniphilipn pupngtigh, i whuiwuhy 4p juynwpupbd wyuonp™ L huhnéu
hwinupun £, npnyhtintic wnwiig pupnitint juymbtigh atigh Qumniony Judpp: <uljigt’p atip
wbatpnih G atip wdipnne howmht, npnith mbtiuny Jupqgtig atig Unipp <nghti: <mynitgkt’p
Shpny thtintight, np wlt hp wphiiing qbtig: Npnyhtimtie ghwbd, pE hd dkjonudbu Gop
Juthpnwhy quyitp whnh dnbbkb atip dkp, npniip whwh shbuytit homhti: Qbtp dkekh biu
whwh bbb dwpnhly, npntp vpowy pwbtitip whnh niuniguitti, humwnmwgbugbtipp hptitg
tmtiikh mwbtint hwdwp: <bmtiwpwp wpenit tnkp, jhotigkp pL htsybu tptip wmwph
wbhnunup, ghptip ni ghipky, wpgniipny pipuntigh hipupwbtshipn: 61 hhdw akqip jubabtd
Wuwnniony G hp 2tnphph Uiknmwpwdht, np Ypbwy kg hngbinpuwbu watigty Ge hp pnnp
unipptipnill dwnwbqujhg nupabt;: Otk dEynmd wpdwpht, nuyhht jud hwgniunmhb
sgumbijuugh: “nip htiplthtt ghwnkp, pE hd wyu dtinptipnyu pwhtiguy ti hnqugh pE hd b pE
naytpuwyhgbtipniu Wknptipp: 61 Jtwbphu ophtwyny gnyg wmnih’ pL wjuytu wytwp k
wphuwwnp) e muipbtipnil oqbity, jhotinyg wyh fuwoupp np Skp 8huniu htip puun, pE «Uikh
tippwtluiptin £ mun, pult wnbtpy:

bp huwoupp Ytippwghlyt tnp, Monnu pninphtt httm onitijh Ghu i wnoptg: Pninpp

Our Aim;

St Yeghiche Armenian Church aims to be the church for the whole community; a place
where those who have faith and those who yet to find it or renew it, can come together as a
family of God’s children; a place where all will be received with tolerance, understanding
and friendship.


http://www.styeghiche.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/StYeghiche

2: A short interpretation of the Scripture reading

dwiuwiwblny winp hwdwp, np Yputp’ phk wptitu ghtip ywhwnh smbtiubth: Quu wbinp
pytipuygtigut thiske tu:

Acts 20:17-38

From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the %1
church. When they arrived, he said to them: “You know how i * !
I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I /
came into the province of Asia. I served the Lord with great y
humility and with tears and in the midst of severe testing by \ &
the plots of my Jewish opponents. You know that I have not ) )
hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but
have taught you publicly and from house to house. I have de- |
clared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in .
repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus.

“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jeru-
salem, not knowing what will happen to me there. I only
know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison
and hardships are facing me. However, 1 consider my life %
worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of -
testifying to the good news of God’s grace.

“Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will
ever see me again. Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of
you. For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. Keep watch over your-
selves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the
church of God, ¢ which he bought with his own blood. 2 I know that after I leave, savage wolves
will come in among you and will not spare the flock. Even from your own number men will arise
and distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. So be on your guard! Remember
that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.

“Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give
you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold
or clothing. You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the
needs of my companions. In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we
must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to
give than to receive.’ ”

When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. They all wept
as they embraced him and kissed him. What grieved them most was his statement that they would
never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship.

%

Paﬁl;‘s"“f;rewell to the Elders

ShUNFU LLPUSAUDR WFESUCrEL £LUS 3NdLULULEUDR 9:39-10:10

Shuniu puwt. «Gu wyu wphuwphp Ghwy” nuumuwumwth hwdwn,
npyktugh swmtunnbtippn’ wmbtubbi, hull wmtubnnbbpp” Gnpubwb: y s e
duwphubightiiptd ndwbp, np hptlt htin Eh, jubng wuhuw® puhi 1 fe {f'ﬁ - (i.. \
hptll. «Uhpl dt"0p wy Ynyp Ghp»: Shuniu puwr wiindg. «Gpk §np % ¥ ‘
nuwhp Utinp skthp nibtbwp. puyg hhdw Ypukp. “Up wmbtubbap”.
niptidd atip dtinpp Yp dbwy atp Jpuyg»:

«Sydw puuybu, Gdw puwugbu Gp juymupupt' atigh. “Wh np
nniktl sh dmbbp nshuwupbbipni pwp” hwwyw niphy wmtnk Yn
pupdpwbwy, wthjuw gnn tir wwwquy £, puyg w'h np nnikt Yp dndl’
nshuupbbipni hmjpit E”: dnbwuyquitin 4p pwbwy  wbnp, b } Vi
nshuwipiiipp Yp ubkld whnp duybp. hp nshuwpbbipp Yp Jubst hptitg ,_.J.{‘
winiing ni npnipu Yp hwit quinbp: Gpp hwit hp nshwpitipp’ L
Utppuwy wintg wnetikl, ni nshawpbtipp §p htmbiiht hpttt
npnyhbintie Yp dwbsbwb hp awybip:

Bhnd man regams 51ght


https://biblehub.com/niv/acts/20.htm#footnotes
https://biblehub.com/niv/acts/20.htm#footnotes

Shuniu puur wintg wyju wpwlp, puyg wintp sthtt hwutwp pE 'ty tp' np 4p huoukp
hntitig:

Mipidt  Shuniu npupdtiw] puur  wbnbg.  «&dwpunuybu,  GUwpunuwwbu  4p
juymuwpuptid dbgh. “Gu Bl nshuwupbtipnit nninp”: Anpnp wlin@ip” np Gt htadk wnwey,
gnn tr wrwquly thi, puyg nshuwpitippn dmhy spphtt windg: “G'u td npniop”. Gl dkyp ttipu
dnbk htadl whwh thpynih. whnh dnbk ni Gk, G wpom qunik: Gnnp niphy pwith hwdwp
sh quip, puyg dhwylt' gnnbwni, vyubbbne e §npubgbbne hwdwp: Gu Giuy np jhw'ap
nLitiud, tie tnfuniptiudp nLbtitwb:

The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to John 9:39-10:10

Jesus said, © “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those
who see will become blind.”

Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind
t00?”

Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you
can see, your guilt remains.
The Good Shepherd and His Sheep

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one who enters by the gate is the shep-
herd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes
on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never
follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a
stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he
was telling them.

Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who have
come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. I am the gate;
whoever enters through me will be saved. = They will come in and go out, and find pasture. The

thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to
the full.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR 2023 According to the Lectionary of the Armenian Apostolic Church
15 May 1) Luke 16:1-31; 2) Acts 21:1-14; 1 John 3:7-10; John 10:11-21; 3) Matthew 17:14-20;
4) Mark 9:14-28
16 May 1) Luke 17:1-19; 2) Acts 21:15-26; 1 John 3:10-20; John 10:22-42; 3) Matthew 17:21-18:9;
4) Mark 9:29-49
17 May 1) Luke 17:20-37; 2) Acts 21:27-36; 1 John 3:21-4:6; John 11:1-46; 3) Matthew 18:10-35;
4) Mark 10:1-12
18 May  Ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ
1) Luke 18:1-14; 2) Acts 1:1-14; Matthew 28:16-20; 3) Matthew 19:1-15; 4) Mark 10:13-27
19 May 1) Luke 18:15-34; 2) Acts 21:37-22:29; 1 John 4:7-21; John 11:47-54; 3) Matthew 19:16-
20:16; 4) Mark 10:28-32
20 May 1) Luke 18:35-19:28; 2) Acts 22:30-23:11; 1 John 5:1-12; John 11:55-12:11;
3) Matthew 20:17-28; 4) Mark 10:33-45

ALTAR CANDLES or FLOWERS :

St Yeghiche Armenian Church encourages all members of our Community to donate towards Altar
Candles, Flowers or running cost, in loving memory of their departed Family members.

You may also consider a standing order for your weekly contributions. For details how and where
to set it up please refer to the last page of our Sunday bulletin paper.

If you know of anyone who is a shut-in, or ill and would like a visit from Der Hayr, please call the
office on 020 7373 8133 and give their name.

Safeguarding and Health and Safety issues are taken seriously by Saint Yeghiche Armenian
Church, copies of the policy document are available for view, for any related issues please report or
contact members of the parish council.


https://biblehub.com/niv/john/9.htm#footnotes
https://biblehub.com/niv/john/10.htm#footnotes

3: This week’s message from our Priest in Charge

Ulijaniphih i hnglitnp wwwnqui Wiimwpwith wju opniw) piplingniwdhg.
L/pUSNU 3UrLGUF b UBNELNS

«Uhptjhtitp, wydd WQuwnmdn) npnhiitip Ghp. ti ntin juymbh B sk, ek hty Ghp hbbn:
Q.hwntilip, np tpp Gw juymbtinih, (hotne Gop Lpw dwb, putth np Lpub mbbtne Ghp wytyty,
htsytu Lw juy» (W. 8nyh. 3.2):

Bwbnit <op tir Npniny b <nqinylt Uppny. wdkh:

Lphumnnuny Wuwndn) npnhiitin G nniunptin nupdwd puptjudotn,

®nplsh Unipp Swpniphiip dtiq e nng wphuwphh hwdwp fupbinp £ ny wyipub hpptic
wuniwluwi  thwuwm, nppwbt hpptic  dwppynipbwin Jtpuluwbqbnn G JGputhnjunn
ywnniLbwljuljui pipwgp (process):

Shuniiiph wyu motwjub Jppwitth Juptinpugnjt junynidtitiphg Wkyp wtwp £ jhth dtp
hngtiinp Gtipuy Jhtwyp, npny Juithiwghwtih jp nunbuwy twbe dtip hngnt wyuqui: Gyu
wnnidny Junptiinp £ 8hunituh 8wipniphiip nhnwplty tipkly dwdwbtwljuyht thnytiph dky.

W. wibgtim - bpptic wbgnid <phtt itjunhg ntwyh Unp OQijun, WQuwndny htin
Jupwpbpniptwl  Gnp  Jppwb, tpp Jwppynipbwl  quuulub Quwnp® Stp Shuniu
Lphunnu, puwsh Yypwy gnhwpbpnitinig jtnny bp SBwpnipbwdp tnp pupupewit wmnibg
dwinnyniptiwbp:

2. tipuy - Lphunnuh Swpniptub wgntigniphiin dwppyniptwd e whatwytu dtiq
Ypuwy: bty mnitg, h’ty thnthnpuniphid ptintig wphawph, h’as tnue htmtiowbpn:

Q. wywquy - Swpniphiing ufuniwd nupuwpppwbth hp jpugnidp, Ytpehwljub
Juunuwpbugnpdnip  §'nibtibwy  Lphumnuph  Gpipnpn quuntiwbpn, tpp Gbekgtwiitipp
Jupniphit whwnh wnbbl, Whtn guumwunwip jhth, swph ybpetwjut yqupwmniphiip
wmbublinih tie Wtp® Shpng htin hun hmbiyg bu (hitkp juywibue:

b Jtipenj), Qumniwodnpnni” Shuniu Lphumnu wphuwph qup, judwinpupwp owsni by,
Junniphid wnbbjh nt iphhtp hwdpwpdanitit wphuwphh wpwpnidhg ujuwd dhostie Jupiawb
dtowgnyb jinuhnpuniphiip tnu wdpnne wpupsniptut hwdwp: ohonwo ti dwhniwb
Jupwly umwguwd wpuwpsniphiipn &plsny  ophbiniphit, Gnpngnid, Ytpuljubqbmd b
hngtitnpupup qupqugnid unwgu:

Wipnipm wdth vh Yhnp wdpnnowjut ghnwjul wphuwwmniphibttph thip Jupnn kb jhok:
Puyg thnpatiip Juiptitnp th pwtth 2Epmunpnuditipny yuntipp junwl) nupabk:

Utiq hwdwp, hpptic pwbwuid ti wiidwh hngh nmiitignn wpwpwobbp, Juptinp k
ghnbiiuy ni hwunmwnmuwtu hwrwnwy Qundn) jumwptwg puph jhonied G wdkh pub puph
untindtiint wunniwdwyht dSpwugnpht ni mbiujujuithti: Uwpnni wpwpnithg wnwy hptipmwyjh
wyunwipni phrit ni yepudnidp uvwnwitiugh, wnwghtt dwpnnt wbhtmquibinniphibp, wikop
n dwh dwnwbgnip wquun Judpny Shpnop dtipdbnt wpnhibp B Qundnih uhpbino
wwuuh tir hyupunniptiuh whinwoht Jupwjh htimbiwbp E, Gpp wipupwonp Qpupsht tie bp
npwd Jupghtl £ hwjunuljinmd ti jupnibwjnd hngbiinp dwhwptip Jupujh mupwdnidn:
Whqud tpyhpt wyn wbkdph mwy £ dintinid, pwtih np hp pugquiinp ni pbwdp mwiting dwpnb
L wihonwd: Wpwpshg G wpwpsniphiihg omwpugwd dwpnp, Ynpgbbing Wuwndny
ghnniphitp, ujumd £ yphdhwht npunbw] e hpptit wunniwd yuipnty  Yninpbphtt’
wpwpniwd bhiptpht: Uw £ wyl yhawlt, htsht puunuyuipumniwd £ dwpni winwilg Qundny:
Shiwy nuntwbp Ytiptind jhotiug ppowbititinhi.

W. Lphunnuh quniun@ wmwpunb £ ninid hwqupuditwyittip mbiiwd hngbivnp adnwb G
ujhgp nunbtimd hngnit qupnith nupuypewith: Swnpeinmd £ dwppyniptiud dtowgnjt
Ptwdht b dwpmubig npnhttipp Qundny Opnny Yny £ unwbnd hwnwwnwy, Wipunily G
nunbiw] Qundny npnh:

£, Lphunnuny ufuniwd  hngtiinp  wquuwgpnidp  wpnibwlpimd £ phpny
hwdpinhwbiinip hwmwuwpnipbwb, hwymniptiwb e wunnwdwyhtt uhpny hpwp Juunitnt
Onp hwuwpuwupg: <ngbiinp Yytpuhnpodwtt wipynibip G wypting, niudwb, wyhowmwibiph,
pniddwd, ppiudph hwwuwp hbwpuinpniptiwb yuwydwbbtpp, tpp dwpn uhpny hp qqugnida
wnpunuyuwynnid £ wnwittjugnjiiu hp ogqmnmuwljupniphiop pbptne wying: Mwwmwhwluib sk, np
Uppeniptwb, pdiniptwi, ghnniptub, wmthubthjuh, wbiqui hwuwpuuub jtwbph G
Jupwptipniphiiitinph  qupqugdwi  gjluwinp  opwpulitip  nupawbt hkhg pphunnbbwluwb
tipyputipntt n hwuwpwyniphibdtipp:




Uuuwt juunwpbuwy Jhtwhtt hwubdbnit dhpm ppwbqupnid G hwgqupun phwb
whdbiuyuwwn qqugnidb nt uhpny Wuwjuwup® hwinby Qunniwd G dwpn:

Q.. Utp wu yhtwlyp yYtppbwuin & wyb thnthnpuniptiwbd, np ptipkg Lphunnu
whuwiphhti: Mnnnu wnwptiwp quihp yhtwhh dwuht £ wljitupynid” wutiing. «djdd mbtutinid
tiip winow, htswybu wuwntipp huytny dkte. hul wyd duiwbwl whwh jhoth nkdwnnkbd: Wydd
>winhg phsp ghnbid, hull wyt dudwbtwy Yp ghntitwd™ htsyku np bw Gwbwstg hta» (W.
Unpipe. 13.12)

Lphumnuh Gpipnpn quuntiwbb £, np ywkwp £ hth hwdpinhwinip jupnipehed,
nuunwunwi, tnp Gpybph G Gnp Gpiph hwunmwnnid, Qundny htin jurthnbbwwbu (hbtno
ptipypwiip, nip sh thth gui, hhrwbtnniphib tie dwh: bosywbu jnhniphiab £ jiwbph mbuwl, np
nuninid £ yuumpuwuwmniphi witjh juumwptuwg jtwbph, wjiybu b dudwbwuinp wyju
whuwiphnid dbp Jhowlbt E nuntinid wunmpuwumniphirot wrtijh juumwptivg jawtpht: Gjuntin
Jupotiu dwpiwbwywynidtt Ghp nibbbimd hngbtiinp wyd upquyhtwyh, nph dwuhi
wdpnnewlub pjunid jud vwhdwiiinid htwpuiinp o dtip wyu dwpdtwnp yhtwynod:
Gywinn, wbjuwmwp G tndwiitih dwpditing ndniwp £ huoutip hngtitnp wittind ni juwmwnptiuy
dwpdtth Ywuht:

<twmtiiwpuwp, Lphumnuh ppouphtt witkijh Junwhnipbuwdp dombiuwnt Juphp nith wdth
dwpn dwnwbgbjny huwdwp Shpny pununmwgwd tipjtughtt wyit Uppuyniphilin, nph
ntiuvywibtiniphiin tpiph ypw Lphumnup tjtintightt £, np wdtith mwuph hnswyynid £ ©plsh
Jupniptiwi hngtitnpng Wikwnhup:

L0bhUSNU SUNGUE h UGNGLNS.
fTownmuinniphit atiq pninphn, np Lphunnu 8huniuh ke Ep: Wdkh
<nglitnp <nyjh1 Stp Lywh Lwhwbw) Ypuytpptwbh

<hUNFU LLPUSNUP LTULUrAUUEL SN
Sniip tpynmd £ Lphumnup <wipnipyub 40-
nn opp: <wipnipnihg httmn Lphunnu 40 on
dtnud £ Gpyph ypw b Gplincd wnwipyujitipht no
hujuunugyuiitinhti: Wn pipwgpnid <puniu hp
Jupnuuytinmnipnidb £ ntumguiimid tpwbg, huly
Ytipphtt hwimhydwi dudwbwl ophtind ni [
wuwwnquiltp  wwphu  wnwpywiitphl, nphg -
htimn hundpwipaynid £ tipyhbp: .
Lphunnuph <wudpupddwd dwuhtt Juynid
th U. Uwplnu I8 U. AniLjuu
wytnmwpwbthsdtipp, hbsytiu - dwl®  «Qnpop
Wnwplting»—: «6y happ” Stin <huniu, tpubg
htin junutinig htimn, ntiyh tpyhtp Yyoipuguy
untig <np wye UYnnip» (Uwpl. 16:19): <wy
Unwpbjujub Ghtintightt <udpwpddwt mintiht
hhpunmwimd L twh Wikhwb <wyng
Jupennhynunipjud Wennp Uhu punuphg Uwyp |
Upenn Unipp Eodhwdhtt thnjuwnntipp:
Muuninipjub phjunpuipny 484
pPpYulubthg <wjuwuwmwih wmwupptp Juypbpnid
hwbtgpubtwd <wypuybtinmwui Wenop 1441 _
pYulyubht  dwnupuuwunmh - wqquyhi- B Ay j

tytintigwuit dnnynyh npnpdwdp  Whhplindhyn | i ‘s
Jtpwhwunmwnynd £ jnruwgnpswhhdt UL B8 1} e e, e l \ Y.
Eothwdtinud: h hhyunnwlnipynid wyuundwjub LA T
wn opjuw’ U. Eodhwodlinid <wdipwpddwilt wmndth wnphy dwwnigynn U. Muwnwpugh
npugpnid bodwt U. Uinubth wngl juunwpynid £ il <ugpuyimujuilt twnpwip:
Lphunnup <wdpwpddwb  wmnbb nintijgymd Lk twll  dnnnypnujub
hwtmhunipjnibtitipng b §nyynid £ Qubgmumd (gyniyy” tpwbwynid £ Jupn, dwnhly): <tnid
<uwipupddwd opyu mnbwjunupnipnibbbtipp ujuynid tho snptippwpeh opp: Guwbwyp wyn
oplt wiJutinid Ehtt «Gwunljuidnp Yhpwijh»:

‘2 i




Ownuiwplt pun wjwbinnipyut pphunniyu Jwpjunt Ynyudt £, ny thwpsting
Jnuwyuwyn hnphg” wyuwunmwitmd L Wymwupwyh inin gqmiynn Upuygh (tinwd pupubdunid:
<wypp htmwwinmd L wneul, qumimd b uwyuwbind Gpubt:  Guhwunuytinng wnwy
Jwpjuntit Qundnid pubngpnid £, np dwnhy W Jupdpniy hhquiimnipinibtipn nibitignng
dwiniyjittipp pd2yytt hp winitng: Qunjwd junmwpnid £ bpuw ninpubipp, bt Jwpjunth
pwiptifununipniip jutinpnn dtnnutiph qujuyittinh wquunynid G wyn hhjutinnipynibiitinhg:
Un pupwbdwyp nuipal £ nthinmwntinh: Lwupwidugh yunmbphg dunwuybiu gnip £ hnunid,
npb nLih pnidhy hmnynipinit: dnnnynipnd hwjuwmwgwod £, np wyn onipp Jwpyjunt Ynyuh
wingniLbpbtipt tit:

Sniip <wyjwunwbh wmwppbip ppwbbtipnid jmpngh £ Gpynid: Uwjuyl Gwhowygtiu
Juunwpynid £ dwnuhwuwp: Snbh  dwdwbwl wdtbniptp Juuowpynd Lk
Jhtwjubwhnipynil b wupqynid, ph nju mupnid np winghlét £ wdniuimbugni: Snth opp
onny 1h Ydtph dtip ggnd Gt dSwnhlitiph wmbpliitip b winehluiphtt Wuwnljuting quiwqub
hptip: Wanithtimbe pipwhwu dh wnou hwggtinid Gt hwpuh qgtiun, Yytipgtinid ydtipp,
ownhlatipp W opgnid wmbtimnit: Wu wditip qnignpnynid £ tipgtipny, juunwlyatpng W
hwtquitwmynipynibttipny: <twn uljuynid L Jhtwluwhwinipnitp. nid yquwmuinid £ Ydhg
nnipu pipdwd wnweht hpp, dpud Unnuwnim wdiniubinipnid L uyuuynid: Udhg hwiinid G
Ujniu hptipp, npntig mbtptiphtt ppunbitp b puptidunpwipatp td puyhuynid:

FEAST OF ASCENSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 18th May, 2023.

The Armenian Church celebrates the Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord on the fortieth day
following the Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of Our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Following His Resurrection and defeat of death, Christ remained on earth for forty days, and
continued to appear to His disciples. On the fortieth day, Christ is seen by His disciples for the last
time. He blesses them and leaves them with instructions, after which He ascends into heaven.

Two of the Gospel writers, St. Mark and St. Luke, testify about Christ’s ascension. There is also
an account of it in the Acts of the Apostles.

Following a final meeting of Christ with the eleven remaining apostles, St. Mark writes, “So
then, after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right
hand of God.” (Mark 16:19)

St. Luke gives a little greater detail as he writes, “And he led them out as far as to Bethany,
and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was
parted from them, and carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusa-
lem with great joy, and were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.” (Luke
24: 50-53)

But by far the most beautiful account of the Ascension can be found in the Book of
Acts: “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud re-
ceived him out of their sight. And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went up, be-
hold, two men stood by them in white apparel; which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye
gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11)

The hymn that is sung in the Armenian Church on Ascension Day mentions the miraculous

event of Christ’s Ascension into heaven and the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles.
In the Armenian Church, the day of Jesus Christ’s Ascension is also commemorated for another
reason as well. On this date in 1441, the See of the Catholicosate of All Armenians was returned
to its historical origins. Following a resolution of the National Assembly gathered in Vaghar-
shapad, the Patriarchal See was relocated from the city of Sis in Western Armenia to the Mother
See of Holy Etchmiadzin. Following his vision of Christ striking the ground with a golden ham-
mer, St. Gregory the Illuminator had founded the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin in 303. Howev-
er, less than 200 years later, in 484, the Patriarchal See was forced to relocate, and for the next
1000 years, settled in various cities throughout Armenia. The decision to return the throne of the
Catholicos to the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin was the fulfilment of a national dream for the
Armenian people.




ARMENIAN TRADITIONS: HAMPARTSOUM

Ascension Day (Hampartsoum) is the holiday of love and enjoyment, which is celebrated
outdoors in the blossom of May, 40 days after Easter. The celebration also is called Jangyulum
(means rose) in Armenia.

In ancient times on this day the young ladies were allowed to walk freely in the fields, sing
songs, and make acquaintances, which often became crucial in their lives. According to peoples
imagination this is the night of miracle. At midnight exactly nature finds the gift of speech, the
water is still for a second; the sky and the earth embrace; the stars kiss one another. Space stops its
wheel and the one who witnesses these magic moments will have his or her dreams fulfilled.
Plants are said to hug one another at this moment, after which they begin to tell one another what
cure and remedies each of them can have, and early in the morning women go to the valleys to
pick up herbs.

The main ritual is the vijagakhagh (lottery game). The Wednesday morning before Ascen-
sion Thursday, young girls would go to gather flowers from seven different homes. Towards even-
ing, they would take a pail and go to seven households or to seven fountains to fill their pails with
water. This ritual, called stealing water, forbids any talking, looking back, or placing the water
pails on the ground. The flowers or herbs would be added to the pail. Each person participating in
the vijagakhagh would place a personal belonging (nshan) such as a ring, bracelet, or necklace in-
to the pail. This pail is placed out in the open at night, under the stars, so that the stars would in-
fluence the nshans and grant their owners their heart desires. Throughout the night, young girls
would keep watch over the vijag pail so that the young men of the neighbourhood would not
snatch it away. If the boys managed to do so, the girls would have to give a ransom to get
the vijag pail back. After church on Ascension Thursday, all participants would take the pails and
would go on a picnic, or gather in someone’s backyard. One of the girls would dress up as a
bride. Usually this girl would have to be the eldest daughter of a family. Vijag songs were sung
and verses were recited. After each song or verse, the bride would draw out of the pail one of
the nshans. To whomever the object belonged, that song or verse would become her vijag or her
lot. The luckiest was believed to be the one whose item was drawn out the first.

Rice cooked with milk is the main dish of the day, called gatanaboor. 1t is very similar to
rice pudding. The white food is meant to signify purity. In the villages, each household would pro-
vide some of the milk used to make the communal pot of gatanaboor. Furthermore, each house-
hold would make their own gatanaboor and distribute to 7 other houses. Traditions here also in-

cluded distributing some of the pudding in the fields, with the idea that just as children require milk to
grow, the crops will accept the milk and become plentiful.



4: Zngkhwighuwn - Memorial Setvice

Repose of the soul service at St Yeghiche Armenian Church is requested:

No Memorial Service this week

May the Lord rest the souls of the deceased members of our community in peace and con-
sole their loved ones with the comforting power of His Holy Spirit.

Please Pray For Our Sick: Please notify the Pastor whenever you know of anyone who is sick, whether
at home or in the hospital. Let us pray for one another

Rev Fr Nshan Alaverdyan is available to visit parishioners in the hospital, nursing homes, or home vis-
itations. He is also available to conduct Home Blessings, administering Holy Communion, consultations
and other sacramental needs. Please call the church office at 020 7373 8133 or Fr Nshan at 07548 777
147.

Qtp wdtih mtuwlh  hngtiinp Yuphpbtipnitt G lunphppuljumupniphibbtipni’ Stophtikph,
hhirwtinh wygtiniptiwi, Up <unnppniptui uvnwbwnt e wy pigpubpbtpnit hwdwp nhdtgkp
Gltintigh 020 7373 8133, jud ninnuijh htinwmawjbtigkp Up Gnhpkth <nqtiinp <nyhr Skp Lwh
Lwhwbwy Qpuytipntiwmtth 07548 777 147:

Hokehankist and in Liu of Flowers:
Friends and family of the deceased can make donations, in memory of their loved one, to St. Yeghiche
Armenian Church General Operating Fund for prayers or in lieu of sending flowers.

ENQUIRIES:

For ecclesiastical/parish matters including requests for Christenings, Home Blessing (Dnorhnek), Donations in
Lieu of Flowers, arrangements for Marriages and other church administrative matters please contact Mr Viken
Haladjian, phone: 07970 146 280 or by emailing info@styeghiche.org.uk
Alternatively please approach a member of the Parish Council at church every Sunday after Badarak.
Requiem Service (Hokehankisd)
For Requiem Service (Hokehankisd), please call the administration number at 07970 146280, or e-mail us your
request to info@styeghiche.org.uk by Thursday, in order to include the name(s) of your beloved one(s) in the
Sunday bulletin. There is no set monetary amount for requesting Hokehankisd; any amount donated is appropri-
ate and appreciated. Please remember our Church in your prayers.

Your kind donations are gratefully accepted:

ANNOUNCEMENT:

St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council would like to invite members of the Armenian community
to become registered members and take part in Parish activities. Become a dues paying member and let
your voice be heard, be eligible to vote and be elected to one of Parish offices. Please contact a member of
the Parish Council at the side entrance desk of the Church or visit our website www.styeghiche.org.uk

We welcomes your donations for prayers and support towards church annual expenses. May the Lord
bless you and your family, keep you away from all harm and fulfil all you prayers and dreams.

-You may send in your donations as follows: Please post your cheques to: St Yeghiche Armenian
Church Parish, 13b Cranley Gardens, Kensington, London, SW7 3BB. Please make your
cheques payable to: “St Yeghiche Armenian Church”.

-You can also pay by bank transfer to St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Ltd Ac-
count at: HSBC, Acc.no: 42674432, Sort code: 40-02-26, IBAN:
GB13HBUK40022642674432, BIC: HBUKGB4106F

-Alternatively you may use our QR Code which will enable you to make donations di-
rectly to the Church PayPal account. Please scan this QR Code to make your electronic week-
ly, monthly or periodical contributions. Thank you. St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council

St Yeghiche Armenian Church is a Registered Charity, Reg No 1173403.
Please complete a Gift Aid Form with your donation. Forms are available from Parish Council.

-' Rl 13 uh
Scan. Pay. Go.


mailto:info@styeghiche.org.uk
mailto:info@styeghiche.org.uk

