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SUNDAY BULLETIN

1: Today’s Scripture Reading, 15th August 2021 Bulletin 34/2021

Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
M07.00 UNULEULE UNIULE
AWULUSUSPhLE DL GMNFED VRUUWUES 3:29-
4:7
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The Epistle of St Paul to the Galatians 3:29-4:7

If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.

What [ am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, alt-
hough he owns the whole estate. The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by
his father. So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under the elemental spiritual forc-
es < of the world. But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. 2 Be-
cause you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls
out, “Abba, = Father.” So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child,
God has made you also an heir.

3hUNFU L0PUSNUP BFESUMUEY £LUS 1NFUUUD 2:1-7
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Our Aim;

St Yeghiche Armenian Church aims to be the church for the whole community; a place
where those who have faith and those who yet to find it or renew it, can come together as a
family of God’s children; a place where all will be received with tolerance, understanding
and friendship.


http://www.styeghiche.org.uk
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https://biblehub.com/niv/galatians/4.htm#footnotes
https://biblehub.com/niv/galatians/4.htm#footnotes
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2: A short interpretation of the Scripture reading

——
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The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Luke 2 :1-7
The Birth of Jesus

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census
should be taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census
that took place while # Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone
went to their own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Angels flying above baby Jesus
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He
went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a
child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no
guest room available for them.

JeMrMioNuNkFUv UNHA YUSIRI0UE0 v

<wy Wnwpbjulwd Unipp Gltintightt 4tid pnipny b hwinhuwynpnipjudp £ tpnd U.
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pphunntyuitiipht b wnwpjuitiphtt™ yuunghpting hptit punty] Gtputidvwihh dnpunid:
UQuuw Unipp Unyup U. <njhwbbbtupt pngpnd £ dwnniglp wunmjuowhtt Muwmwpug,
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FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

Each year on the Sunday closest to the date of August 15, the Armenian Church celebrates the
Feast of the Assumption of St. Mary, the Holy Mother of God. In the Calendar of the Armenian
Church, this feast is the fourth of five major feasts that are commemorated, and is the oldest one
dedicated to St. Mary.

In the Holy Bible, there is little information concerning the details of St. Mary’s life. As a re-
sult, the story of her Assumption has been preserved and passed on to us through the Holy and Sa-
cred Tradition of the Apostolic Church.

Following the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Holy Virgin remains in Jerusalem, and lives un-
der the care of St. John the Evangelist. For nearly 12 years, St. Mary lives by praying, fasting, and
often visiting the empty tomb of her beloved Son. During one such visit to the tomb, the Archangel
Gabriel appears and gives her the news of her imminent assumption to heaven. St. Mary relays the
news to her relatives and all Christians, asking them to bury her in the valley of Gethsemane. St.
Mary also asks the Apostle John to celebrate a Divine Liturgy, so she may receive Holy Commun-
ion one final time. After receiving Holy Communion, St. Mary returns to her room. As the Apostles
prepare to mourn her death, St. John asks the Mother of God to leave an image of her face on a
board of wood. St. Mary takes the board, crosses herself and brings it close to her face. Moistening
the board with her tears, she asks God that by means of the board, people would be cured from dis-
ease. As the Apostles surround St. Mary, an indescribable light appears. The Son of God and the
angels of heaven appear in the room. Seeing Christ, St. Mary dies.



St. Bartholomew the Apostle was absent and did not participate in the burial service of St.
Mary. Upon his return to Jerusalem, he wishes to see St. Mary for the last time. Per his request, the
Apostles open the tomb, yet they do not find the remains of St. Mary. According to His promise,
Jesus Christ had delivered His mother to His heavenly kingdom. The Apostles give the board of St.
Mary to St. Bartholomew for consolation.

According to Moses of Khoren, St. Bartholomew brings the board to Armenia. It is kept in the
Province of Andzav, in a location called Darbnots. Years later, a church is built there in honour of
St. Mary, and a convent is opened.

On the Feast of the Assumption of St. Mary, the Ceremony of the Blessing of the Grapes is
conducted, and the harvest for the entire year is blessed on that day.

The Armenian Church has a deep and abiding respect towards St. Mary. Special emphasis is
placed on her being a mother, her honesty, her unique spirit of humility, her virtuous behaviour and
her unselfish dedication. For Armenian women, the Holy Virgin is the embodiment of virtue, pious
motherhood, and the protector of family sacredness.

3: This week’s message from our Priest in Charge
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wphuwphttiph dhetit thth: Wnwptuwyp Jupdtu uw Gupwgnph, tpp wund . «Dwpnh )7 B, np
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Jwju snitth dwhhg: (Ip dwhp dwpddh e hngne pudwbinidp sk wynpwt, nppwb hnglivnp dwhp
Wuwmdnig pumdwbinibp:
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SOLJGErUONVUUL UNFPE BQUSNFHOUOVHh Ghpwlh, Ognumnu 15, 2021

Ublmbp npnbp hp shunpuuphis Up Quinuuwdobh flipunpnpudiuis wnolihlt wnpehr hplkitg upmnmwghi
nthpunnninyahibblinn phly hnpuoub pounnnh, jenn hwahi dninkbuwy Onifup <nquipuwpgnijeliui
Ywd hlinwdwyily Eylinlguny gpuubkiilwlp 020 7373 8133. Qbp nijunp phynihlygh pppwg:

Assumption of the Holy Mother-Of-God Sunday 15th August 2021
All those wishing to donate grapes or make monetary donations in lieu of grapes, please
contact the Parish Council members at church or call parish office 020 7373 8133 .
Thanking you in advance ,
St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council

9 Epwthnjunidt Unipp Uunniwswshth On the Feas{: oF Ascension o]E S{: Marq
St Yeghiche Armenian Church Ladies Guild

CorJiqu invites you to their
SnilLIlL]_Lu&Lup/‘Baza'r’ o]c various A‘r'menian Savou-r’ies and Swee{:s

On I5{:|'1 Augus{: 202
(outside in the church qa‘r’d a]q:e'r* Divine I_H:U‘r’gq and B‘essing o]E Grapes)

l:ov more Je{:ai‘s , p‘ease caH: Mr’s. I—l'r’oosl’\ 07752791870
We recommend to pre—l)oolﬂ your Favouri’ce A‘r’menian Jisl\es on o]l:]ce'r' to avoiJ Aisap—

pointment %ur support to our church is higl\‘q apprecia’cecJ

Safeguarding and Health and Safety issues are taken seriously by Saint Yeghiche Armenian
Church, copies of the policy document are available for view, for any related issues please report or
contact members of the parish council.



The Blessing of Grapes | Khaghogh Orhnek

On the Feast of the Assumption, the blessing of grapes takes place immediately after the
Divine Liturgy. The ceremony is rich in symbolism and emphasizes the important role the
Virgin Mary assumed in the revelation of God.

The custom of blessing grapes, the first fruits of the harvest, can be traced back to Old
Testament times, when farming was a common vocation. Of the vast variety of produce,
grapes had a special place of honour and were considered the “first fruits” because they were
the first produce of harvest.

Among the Israelites, as among many neighbouring cultures, grapes were regarded as
belonging in a special way to God since they were the first fruits. It was He who gave the gift
of the whole harvest and to offer Him the first fruits was to acknowledge complete depend-
ence on Him. Special services of thanksgiving were conducted by priests in the temple, a tra-
dition that prevailed to the time of Christ.

With the birth of Jesus, these dedications took on a new meaning. Jesus Christ was the
first born—or the first fruit—of Mary and, as such, was offered to God in the temple. (Luke
2:25-30)

With the birth of Jesus, these dedications took on a new meaning. Jesus Christ was the
first born—or the first fruit—of Mary and, as such, was offered to God in the temple. (Luke
2:25-30)

Armenian Church doctrine teaches that Mary has a primary place of honour because it
was of her and by the Holy Spirit that God became incarnate (took human flesh). She is seen
as the image of humanity fully obedient to God and ultimately sanctified by doing God’s
will. Therefore, on the feast remembering her dormition (falling asleep in Christ) and As-
sumption (ascending to heaven), we celebrate the blessing of grapes.

Christ gave His blood to us for eternal life, and in remembrance we bless the grapes, the
fruits of the earth.

It 1s traditional to use seedless grapes to emphasize that this fruit came into being with-
out seed, just as Christ became man without any human agent.

Armenian Summer Festival (ASF)
S September 2021
North Acton Playing Fields, London W3 0AX

Armenian Summer Festival welcomes you and everyone else, young and older, for a day-out
of celebrations on Sunday, 5 September 2021.

Join us to learn more about Armenian culture and heritage, and perhaps meet up with old
friends. Each summer, for the last 10 years, the ASF has attracted thousands of visitors from all
over London, the UK and overseas.

Enjoy delicious homemade Armenian food, with or without a glass of Armenian wine. There
will be kebabs, vegan food, various salads, falafel, and savoury bakes. Not to mention baklava and
all sorts of amazing home-baked cakes.

Visit numerous stalls with Armenian crafts and souvenirs. Get to know members of Armenian
societies, schools and charities.

Listen and/or dance to live music. Every year the organisers select well-known Armenian art-
ists from Armenia and Diaspora to entertain all ages.

Take part in children’s activities There will be games, face painting, football and much more.
Become an ASF volunteer. Your skills are needed no matter what your age. Please con-
tact info@asflondon.co.uk. It is never too late to make a difference.

We look forward seeing you and enjoying the day together.


mailto:info@asflondon.co.uk

Celebration of the feast of the Assumption of the most Holy Mother of God,
15th August,

-, YWt S ST A
Mary is a greatly venerated figure in Christian tradition, and is celebrated as such, because
through the miraculous birth of Jesus the invisible became visible. Mary was officially proclaimed
to be the theotokos/asdvadzadzin (the ‘God-bearer’) during the third Ecumenical Council of the
universal Church held at Ephesus, in 431 CE, and as such she is viewed as the main intercessor to
Christ.

The Assumption of St Mary is a feast in the Armenian Apostolic Church that commemorates
the death and ascension into heaven of Mary, the Mother of God, both corporeally and spiritually.
It is one of the five major Tabernacle Feasts of the Armenian Church (Daghavar) and is always cel-
ebrated on the nearest Sunday to the 15th August; continuing for nine days, according to the ar-
rangement of Catholicos Nerses Shnorhali (C12th). Religious tradition postulates that the Feast was
established because Mary’s death occurred on the 15th of August. The Apostle Bartholomew was
absent at the time of her funeral and upon his return to Jerusalem he wanted to pay his respects.
When they opened the tomb and did not find her body there, this empty grave caused them to think
that her body had ascended into Heaven, just as Jesus himself had done.

On the first day of this feast, after the offering of Holy Communion, the grapes are blessed in
the Armenian Church. Catholicos, Nerses the Graceful, was again the founder of the ceremony of
the blessing of the grapes and the hymns of this feast day were also written and composed by him.

Writings from the C4th historians, Agathangelos and Movses of Khoren, elucidate how St
Bartholemew brough Mary’s image with him to Armenia. Thus, it came to be placed in the apse of
a church as the icon of greatest importance. They write that Hokeyantz Vank (Monastery of Souls)
was the first church in Armenia in which her icon was placed during the Clst.

A Big Thank You for all those Families and Individuals who have joined and gen-
erously donated in lieu of grapes. May their gifts be accepted and blessed by our
Lord for their generosity and support to our Church.

Thank You.

St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council.



4: Zngkhwighuwn - Memorial Setvice

Due to The Assumption of St Mary feast in the Armenian Apostolic Church, there will be
no memorial service this Sunday.

Please Pray For Our Sick: Special prayer of Der Voghormia is
requested for Mrs Mary Banous. May the lord help and heel her
from all her pains and difficulties.

Rev Fr Nshan Alaverdyan is available to visit parishioners in the hospital, nursing
homes, or home visitations. He is also available to conduct Home Blessings, administer-

ing Holy Communion, consultations and other sacramental needs. Please call the church
office at 020 7373 8133 or Fr Nshan at 07548 777 147.

Qtin wditith mtuwyh hngtionp Juphpbtipnit G funphpnpujumwpniphrbbtpni’
Stiophiitph, hhiwiinh wgbnpbwi, Up <wunnppniptwud unwbune G wy
hunpuitiptitipnih hwdwp phdtigkp Glytintigh 020 7373 8133, Jwd nipnnuyh
htinwmawjiitigkp <nqlitnp <nyhr Stp Vywh Lwhwiiwy Wpuytipptiwbht 07548 777
147:

ENQUIRIES:

For ecclesiastical/parish matters including requests for Christenings, Home Blessing (Dnorhnek), Donations in
Lieu of Flowers, arrangements for Marriages and other church administrative matters please contact Mr Viken
Haladjian, phone: 07970 146 280 or 020 7373 8133 or by emailing info@styeghiche.org.uk

Alternatively please approach a member of the Parish Council at church every Sunday after Badarak.

Requiem Service (Hokehankisd)

For Requiem Service (Hokehankisd), please call the church office at 020 7373 8133, or e-mail us your request
to info@styeghiche.org.uk by Thursday, in order to include the name(s) of your beloved one(s) in the Sunday
bulletin. There is no set monetary amount for requesting Hokehankisd; any amount donated is appropriate and
appreciated.  Please remember our Church in your prayers. Your kind donations are gratefully accepted:

ANNOUNCEMENT:

St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council would like to invite members of the Armenian community
to become registered members and take part in Parish activities. Become a dues paying member and let
your voice be heard, be eligible to vote and be elected to one of Parish offices. Please contact a member of
the Parish Council at the side entrance desk of the Church or visit our website www.styeghiche.org.uk

We welcomes your donations for prayers and support towards church annual expenses. May the Lord
bless you and your family, keep you away from all harm and fulfil all you prayers and dreams.

-You may send in your donations as follows: Please post your cheques to: St Yeghiche Armenian
Church Parish, 13b Cranley Gardens, Kensington, London, SW7 3BB. Please make your
cheques payable to: “St Yeghiche Armenian Church”.

-You can also pay by bank transfer to St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Ltd Ac-
count at: HSBC, Acc.no: 42674432, Sort code: 40-02-26, IBAN:
GB13HBUK40022642674432, BIC: HBUKGB4106F

-Alternatively you may use our QR Code which will enable you to make donations di-
rectly to the Church PayPal account. Please scan this QR Code to make your electronic week-
ly, monthly or periodical contributions. Thank you. St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council

St Yeghiche Armenian Church is a Registered Charity, Reg No 1173403. Please complete a Gift Aid
Form with your donation. Forms are available from Parish Council.

£oo 5 ]
Scan. Pay. Go.
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