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Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God
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The Epistle of St Paul to the Galatians 3:29-4:7

And if ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, heirs according to promise.

But | say that so long as the heir is a child, he differeth nothing from a bondservant, though he is
lord of all; but is under guardians and stewards until the term appointed of the father. So we also, when
we were children, were held in bondage under the rudiments of the world: but when the fulness of the
time came, God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, that he might redeem them
which were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. And because ye are sons, God
sent forth the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father. So that thou art no longer a bond-
servant, but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.
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2: A short interpretation of the Gospel reading under the title The hard sayings’

The Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ according to Luke 2:1-7

The Birth of Jesus

Now it came to pass in those days, there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the
world should be enrolled. This was the first enrolment made when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And
all went to enrol themselves, everyone to his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and family of David; to enrol himself with Mary, who was betrothed to him, being great with
child. And it came to pass, while they were there, the days were fulfilled that she should be deliv-
ered. And she brought forth her firstborn son; and she wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in
a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.
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Feast of the Apparition (“Shoghakat”) of Holy Etchmiadzin

The Feast of “Shoghakat” of Holy Etchmiadzin commemorates the inauguration of the Cathedral of
the Mother See. The fifth century Greek historian Agathangelos tells us of St. Gregory the llluminator’s
divine vision, wherein our Lord Jesus Christ descends from Heaven and strikes the ground with His
golden hammer. In view of biblical Mount Ararat, in the city of Vagharshapat, the place where the Only
Begotten descended identified the site for the foundation of the new cathedral of the Christian Armenian
Nation. The vision of Gregory became known as “Shoghakat”, as the Saint saw a fiery column descend-
ing from the sky.

The foundation was laid in 301 A.D. and the Cathedral of Holy Etchmiadzin was consecrated in
303 A.D. on the day of the Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God. We learn from Archbish-
op Malachia Ormanian that as the Mother Cathedral of the Armenian Church and Nation is dedicated to
St. Mary, the feast of her foundation and inauguration is celebrated in the Armenian Church on the Sat-
urday preceding the Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God.
For 1,700 years, the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin has been, and continues to be, the spiritual heart
and center of the Armenian Church, and is her most sacred sanctuary. Her spiritual, national and histori-
cal significance has only increased through the centuries. Through the vision of St. Gregory, God Incar-
nate descended upon the soil of Armenia and predetermined her future, making Armenia the first nation
in the world to adopt Christianity as its official religion.



3: List of the Feasts celebrated in the Armenian church
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Feast of the Assumption of the Holy Mother of God

Each year on the Sunday closest to the date of August 15, the Armenian Church celebrates the Feast
of the Assumption of St. Mary, the Holy Mother of God. In the Calendar of the Armenian Church, this feast
is the fourth of five major feasts that are commemorated, and is the oldest one dedicated to St. Mary.

In the Holy Bible, there is little information concerning the details of St. Mary’s life. As a result, the sto-
of Pelr Aéﬁumﬁtlon has been preserved and passed on to us through the Holy and Sacred Tradition of the
ostolic Church.

P Following the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Holy Virgin remains in Jerusalem, and lives under the
care of St. John the Evangelist. For nearly 12 years, St. Mary lives bg praying, fasting, and often visiting the
empty tomb of her beloved Son. During one such visit to the tomb, thé Archangel Gabriel appears and
%IVQS her the news of her imminent assumption to heaven. St. Mary relays the news to her relatives and all

hristians, asking them to bury her in the valley of Gethsemane. St. Mary also asks the Apostle John to cel-
ebrate a Divine Liturgy, so shé may receive Holy Communion one final time. After receiving Holy Commun-
ion, St. Mary returns to her room. As the Apostles Prepare to mourn her death, St. John asks the Mother of
God to leave an image of her face on a board of wood. St. Mary takes the board, crosses herself and
brings it close to her tace. Moistening the board with her tears, shé asks God that by means of the board,
Elgeople would be cured from disease. As the Apostles surround St. Mary, an indescribable light appears.

he Son of God and the angels of heaven apé)ear in the room. Seeing Christ, St. Mary dies. .
St. Bartholomew the Apostle was absent and did not participate in the burial service of St. Mary. Upon his
return to Jerusalem, he wishes to see St. Mary for the last time. Per his request, the Apostles open the
tomb, yet they do not find the remains of St. Mary. According to His promise, Jesus Christ had delivered
II—I|ts mother to His heavenly kingdom. The Apostles give the board of St. Mary to St. Bartholomew for conso-
ation.

. According to Moses of Khoren, St. Bartholomew brings the board to Armenia. It is kept in the Prov-
ince of Andzav, in a location called Darbnots. Years later, a church is built there in honor of St. Mary, and a
convent is opened. . _ .

On the Feast of the Assumption of St. Mary, the Ceremony of the Blessing of the Grapes is conduct-
ed, and the harvest for the entire year is blessed on that day.

The Armenian Church has a deep and abiding respect towards St. Mary. Special emphasis is placed
on her being a mother, her honesty, her unique spirit of humility, her virtuous behavior and her unselfish
dedication. For Armenian women, the Holy Virgin Is the embodiment of virtue, pious motherhood, and the
protector of family sacredness.
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This week’s flowers for the Altar is donated by Mrs Suzy Boghossian.
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Assumption of the Holy Mother-Of-God Sunday 12th August 2018
All those wishing to donate grapes or make monetary donations in lieu of grapes, please contact the Par-
ish Council members at church or call parish office 020 7373 8133 .
Thanking you in advance,
St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish Council

Rev Fr Nshan Alaverdyan is available to visit parishioners in the hospital, nursing homes, or home visita-
tions. He is also available to conduct Home Blessings, administering Holy Communion, consultations and
other sacramental needs. Please call the church office at 020 7373 8133 or Fr Nshan at 07548 777 147.

Qtp wlkl wkuwlh hngbinp Juphplbpnit b nphppulunwupmphibbbpn’ Stophuikph, hhrwnh
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ENQUIRIES:

For ecclesiastical/parish matters including requests for Christenings, Home Blessing (Dnorhnek), Donations
in Lieu of Flowers, arrangements for Marriages and other church administrative matters please contact Mr
Viken Haladjian, phone: 07970 146 280 or 020 7373 8133 or by emailing info@styeghiche.org.uk
Alternatively please approach a member of the Parish Council at church every Sunday after Badarak.

Requiem Service (Hokehankisd)

For Requiem Service (Hokehankisd), please call the church office at 020 7373 8133, or e-mail us your re-
quest to info@styeghiche.org.uk by Thursday, in order to include the name(s) of your beloved one(s) in the
Sunday bulletin. There is no set monetary amount for requesting Hokehankisd; any amount donated is ap-

propriate and appreciated. Please remember our Church in your prayers. st
Your kind donations are gratefully accepted:

ANNOUNCEMENT:

In order to meet the ever increasing church functioning expenses, The St Yeghiche Parish Council would
like to appeal to all members of the community for their annual membership dues and generous donations.
Please complete this form and hand your donation to the members of the Parish Council at the side en-
trance of the Church. Alternatively please post your cheque to: St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish c/o
Dr. Setrag Karanfilian, 13b Cranley Gardens, Kensington London, SW7 3BB. Please make your cheques pay-
able to: “St Yeghiche Armenian Church”.

Alternatively you can arrange a standing order or donation by bank transfer to our St Yeghiche Armenian
Church Parish Ltd Account at:

HSBC, Acc.no: 42674432, Sort code: 40-02-26, IBAN: GB13HBUK40022642674432, BIC: HBUKGB4106F

I wish to arrange a standing order/make a donation £ ............... to St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish.
NI Lo
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St Yeghiche Armenian Church is a Registered Charity, Reg No 1173403. Please complete a Gift Aid Form with your
donation. Forms available from Parish Council.
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