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SUNDAY BULLETIN

1: List of the Sunday Reading, 23rd April 2017 Bulletin No 18/17
New Sunday
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2: A short interpretation of the Gospel reading under the title The hard sayings’
John 1:1-17

The Deity of Jesus Christ

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in
the beginning with God. All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into
being that has come into being. In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. The Light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

The Witness John

There came a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to testify about the
Light, so that all might believe through him. He was not the Light, but Ae came to testify about the Light.

There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. He was in the world,
and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and those
who were His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to be-
come children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor of the
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

The Word Made Flesh

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begot-
ten from the Father, full of grace and truth. John testified about Him and cried out, saying, “This was He
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.” For of His
fullness we have all received, and grace upon grace. For the Law was given through Moses; grace and
truth were realized through Jesus Christ.
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3: List of the Feasts celebrated in the Armenian church

Commemoration of Beheading of St. John the Baptist

The Saturday following the Holy Feast of the Glorious Resurrection of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Armenian Church commemorates the beheading of St. John the Baptist (also known as The Forerun-
ner).

The writers of the Gospels, St. Matthew and St. Mark, have explained the history of beheading of St.
John the Baptist, who had baptized Christ, and gave the good news of His Coming (Mt 14:1-12; St. Mk
6:14-29).

According to the Evangelists, King Herod arrests and imprisons St. John the Baptist as a result of
John’s condemnation of the king’s marriage to Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip. Herod wants to
put John to death, but fears the Jews, because they considered John to be a prophet. On Herod’s birth-
day, fascinated by the dancing of the daughter of Herodias, the king makes an oath to give her anything
for which she asks. Following her unforgiving mother’s instructions, she asks for the head of St. John
the Baptist on a platter. The king, realizing he has been fooled, grants the request.

St. John the Baptist is one of the greatest saints in the Armenian Church. We entreat his name as an in-
tercessor during the divine services, generally following the name of St. Mary.

According to tradition, St. Gregory the Illuminator, brings the relics of St. John to Armenia from
Caesarea, and buries them near the town of Moush, after which the famous Monastery of St. John the
Baptist is built. Tradition also tells us that the head of St. John the Baptist is buried underneath the Holy
Altar of the Gandzasar Monastery in Artsakh (Nagorno-Karabagh).

St. John the Baptist remains as one of the most popular saints among the Armenian faithful.
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New Sunday

This Sunday is called New Sunday because of three reasons.

Firstly, Easter means freedom and the new Sunday is a day of double freedom. God has set us free
from sins, and however we are under the influence of passions. And when God does everything in a
new way order to set us free from needs, it is called New Sunday.

This Sunday is called New Sunday also because of our resurrection. On the first Sunday Christ
raised us from the dead thanks to His Soul and Power, and on the second Sunday he will raise us from
the dead bodily, so that raising from the dead we will become immortal.

And finally, this Sunday is called New Sunday because we celebrate the feast of our soul saving in
spiritual joy and fete.



4: Zngthwughuwp - Memorial Service

May the Lord rest the souls of the deceased members of our community in peace and console their loved
ones with the comforting power of His Holy Spirit.

Blessing of Church Relics

St Yeghiche Armenian Church is blessed to have members from its congregation who in response to our
drive have donated church relics. We hereby announce that on Sunday 30th April 2017 during Sunday
Divine liturgy HG Bishop Hovakim Manukyan will perform a special blessing ceremony for these items
and explain the historic background when the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox church started its use and
why. Members of our community are invited to attend the Service and be informed of our religious herit-

age which has been going on for the past 1700 years.

ENQUIRIES:

For ecclesiastical/parish matters including requests for Christenings, Home Blessing (Dnorhnek), Donations
in Lieu of Flowers, arrangements for Marriages and other church administrative matters please contact Mr
Viken Haladjian, phone: 07970 146 280 or 020 7373 8133 or by emailing info@styeghiche.org.uk
Alternatively please approach a member of the Parish Council at church every Sunday after Badarak.

Requiem Service (Hokehankisd)

For Requiem Service (Hokehankisd), please call the church office at 020 7373 8133, or e-mail us your re-
quest to info@styeghiche.org.uk by Thursday, in order to include the name(s) of your beloved one(s) in the
Sunday bulletin. There is no set monetary amount for requesting Hokehankisd; any amount donated is ap-

propriate and appreciated. Please remember our Church in your prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENT:

Your kind donations are gratefully accepted:

In order to meet the ever increasing church functioning expenses, The St Yeghiche Parish Council would
like to appeal to all members of the community for their annual membership dues and generous donations.
Please complete this form and hand your donation to the members of the Parish Council at the side en-
trance of the Church. Alternatively please post your cheque to: St Yeghiche Armenian Church Parish c/o
Dr. Setrag Karanfilian, 13b Cranley Gardens, Kensington London, SW7 3BB. Please make your cheques pay-
able to: “St Yeghiche Armenian Church”.

Alternatively you can arrange a standing order or donation by bank transfer to our St Yeghiche Armenian
Church Parish Ltd Account at:

HSBC, Acc.no: 42674432, Sort code: 40-02-26, IBAN: GB73MIL40022642674432, BIC: MIDLGB2106F

I wish to arrange a standing order/make a donation £ .................. to the St Yeghiche Arm. Church Parish.
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